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Development of Health-Medical-Welfare Comprehensive Assessment Tool
for the Homeless:

Discussion of Reliability and Validity of Modified Japanese Version of

CCH Consumer Outcome Scales Applied to Big Issue Vendors in Osaka

Namiko Chinen

Global COE Program for “Reconstruction of the Intimate and Public Spheres
in 21st Century Asia” Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University

The purpose of this study is to develop a practical assessment tool for Japanese
homeless service programs. For its easy-to-use qualities, a brief but comprehensive
assessment tool for the homeless that was developed in the United States was
translated and modified to adapt it to current Japanese social services. The tool
includes six areas of assessment: housing situation, employment educational status,
social services utilization, physical health, mental health, and substance use. It was
tested for its psychometric properties with homeless clients (n=.37) at Big Issue Japan,
Osaka. The result showed content validity from expert consensus, appropriate inter-
rater reliability in housing (r=.98), employment (r=.68), social services (r=.70),
substance use (r=.66); however, physical health (r=.27) and mental health (r=.11)
indicated low correlation. The tool was also tested with established measures; it
demonstrated reasonable divergent and convergent validity in substance use measure,
however, they were not conclusive in other areas of assessment. Although this
assessment tool needs further testing and assessment training for staff in order to
complete the tool development, reports from Big Issue staff suggest that it has
achieved the original purpose of being a practical assessment tool.
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A study on peer support in cancer patients’ groups

—focused on reconstruction of cognition—

Shigehiro Ohmatsu

Hyogo College of Medicine

A research is done to clear the relationship among “receipt of peer support”,
“reconstruction of cognition”, and “offer of peer support” for members of cancer
patients’ self-help groups. Finding from questionnaire answered by 525 cancer patients
who belong to cancer patients’ groups shows that “receipt of peer support” stimulates
“reconstruction of cognition”, and that “offer of peer support” is greatly influenced by
“reconstruction of cognition”. Without varieties of programs, members of cancer
patients’ groups could not receive peer support. After accepting peer support, new
members reconstruct cognition and become members who can provide peer support.
The process is indispensable and fundamental principle for cancer patients’ groups.
The outcome can set forth guidelines for what cancer patients’ groups should be.
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Social Support Network for isolated clients in their terminal stage

Yoshiko Nagami

Kasaoka Daiichi Hospital

This study examines eleven cases on isolated clients in their terminal stage, and
analyze them with practitioners from the viewpoint of Social Support Network (SSN).

Medical social workers and staff from community comprehensive support center,
participated in Group Interviews and the Group Discussions about cases of isolated
clients in their terminal stage. Ecomap and network analysis were conducted to

examine the SSN structure, function, process, and method.

There are four processes in SSN, and each process had a different social

support and ways of intervening. There were central managers in SSN; they worked

with the supporters with same goals and together, they expanded the SSN.

Central managers were social workers who come and go between clients,

informal supporters and formal supporters. There were supporters who provided

instrumental and affective assistance as well as hindered support in the structure and

function of the network.

The support which builds SSN requires supporters to be aware of their own

roles.
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Current situations and challenges to social welfare system relating home based / care

work facility based care for PWHAS who need care work assistance

Shigenori Shimizu, Shizue Iwai, Kahoru Konishi

Higashi Nippon International University, School of Social Services and Human Environment
Ishizue Foundation (Center for The Welfare of Thalidomides)
Kwansei Gakuin University, School of Human Welfare Studies

For the purpose of identifying current situations and challenges of community-
based care for people living with HIV/AIDS (PWHAS), a study was conducted on
medical social workers working at the core hospitals for HIV/AID medical treatment
in Japan. Findings showed regional disparities as well as the hospitals’ “lack of prior
experience” introducing home-based care and residential facility-based care to PWHAS
and “fear of infection” hindered access to home-based care and residential facility-
based care by PWHAS. Moreover, findings suggested that services including the public
welfare program require restructuring to establish an appropriate fee system as well
as respond to PWHAS’ needs properly. Implications for social work include the need
for protecting clients’ rights to utilize appropriate care services and to get involved in
social action for advocating clients’ needs to social services system at large. Social
workers need to master and engage in problem-solving at the systems and policy

levels from a patient-centered approach.
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Symposium
Finishing a Symposium
“Accumulating and Sharing Knowledge of Practices” --+------ Ryoko Hiratsuka

Toward the integration of research into clinical practice
~~~~~~~ Kazumasa Matsuzawa

The relationship between social workers and people with mental illness
in mental health in Japan ........................................................... Kyoko Otanl

The phronesis is visualized, theorised, and shared
through the surveillance study -oooooeeeeeeeeeeeiieeniiinneeeee Gaku Takizawa

Articles

Development of Health-Medical-Welfare Comprehensive Assessment Tool

for the Homeless: Discussion of Reliability and Validity of Modified
Japanese Version of CCH Consumer Outcome Scales Applied to Big Issue
Vendors in Osaka ................................................................... Namiko Chinen

A study on peer support in cancer patients’ groups
— focused on reconstruction of cognition — «w-oeeeeeeeeeeien Shigehiro Ohmatsu

Social Support Network for isolated clients in their terminal stage
~~~~~~~ Yoshiko Nagami

Current situations and challenges to social welfare system relating home
based / care work facility based care for PWHAS who need care work
ASSISTANCE *ooveeroerereerecceaceiaes - Shigenori Shimizu, Shizue Iwai, Kahoru Konishi
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