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End-of-life support at home for older adults without family by care managers
with social work licensure

—Discussions from a spirituality perspective—

Yuki Oga

Aichi Prefectural University

This article aims to investigate the role of care managers for supporting older
adults without family or “elder orphans” who want to continue living in their own
homes. Interviews were conducted with nine care managers who are certified social
workers and have experiences providing home care support to older adults without
relatives. The findings showed the care managers were supported by “collaborative
structure for ongoing cases” to deal with “the difficulty with death” and proceeded
towards “the start of person-centered support.” However, they repeatedly experienced
“conflict associated with dying alone” and “dealing with unsolvable problems” from
approaching death to post-death. And they “cultivate a community” aiming to expand
the older adults’ community-based living. Care managers should prepare for the cycle
“conflict associated with dying alone” and “dealing with unsolvable problems.” The
cycle occurs from the actions and perspectives of fulfilling the spiritual needs of
protecting the person’s core. Based on this cycle, we can “cultivate a society,” which
leads to grow a system that supports the dignity of the older adults without family
till the end of their lives.

Key words: Certified social worker, Care manager, older adults without family, End-of-

life support at home, Spirituality
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RS EIEENIL. BWRRIC/2 o7 92. 7(166) 4.5 (8) 2.2 (@) 0.6 (1)
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EEE AL BT A IEB I TR 72.1(129) 14.5 (26) 11.7 (21 1.7 (3
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EHRE
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MO OES - Mk ORI Y 23X 7 62.0(111) 25.1 (45) 11.2 (20) 1.7 3
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ESN 48.1 (75) 35.3 (55) 16.7 (26) 100. 0(156)
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What Factors Drive Health Workers to Continue Community Activities?
A Survey of Suzaka City Health Workers

Ye Ning

Graduate School of Social Welfare, Japan College of Social Work

What factors influence the decision of health workers to engage in and continue
community activities? This study employs a survey analysis of health workers in
Suzaka City, Nagano Prefecture, Japan. The survey, conducted through anonymous,
self-administered questionnaires, covered 263 health workers in the 31% cohort The
survey included questions on community activity and item that likely exert an
influence on it. Valid responses were obtained from 179 participants, and factors
driving continued community activity were identified through chi-square independence
test. As per the results, despite feeling the burden of the activity, many of the health
workers positively evaluated the activity. Living conditions, activity accomplishment,
aid outcomes, positive attitude prior to the activities, activity burden, and relationships
with related institutions and organizations were found to be factors influencing
continued community activity. To ensure that community activities are continuously
performed, this study suggests the need for support from related institutions and
organizations. It also discusses methods such as coordinating the benefits and
motivations of the workers, devising ways to provide learning, specifying the activities
that they could participate in, and providing opportunities for them to experience
those activities.

Key words: Suzaka City, health workers, community activity, intention to continue
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A study on the components of preventive support by social workers in clinics and their
relevance: How to provide support focusing on the process and the environment of

patients in their early or stable stage of disease

Jiro Sakakibara

Department of Social Welfare, Nayoro City University

The purpose of this study is to clarify the components of preventive support
provided by social workers (SW) in clinics and their relevance, and to propose
appropriate preventive support. An interview survey with eight SWs was conducted
and analyzed using qualitative data analysis. As a result, it was clarified that SW’s
preventive support has components related to the individual patient such as “awareness

”

of fears and concerns about deterioration of the situation,” “prediction and sharing of
medical conditions and progression of life issues,” “support for those who are
reluctant or refuse to accept help,” and “reducing issues and preventing deterioration
from both current and future perspectives.” Components related to the environment
surrounding patient support were, “building a preventive support system within the
clinic,” and “formation of a collaborative foundation with multiple facilities in the
region.” Desirable supports for the individual patients were 1) to raise awareness and
identify them from physical, psychological, and social aspects, 2) to raise awareness of
early detection, response, and recovery in tertiary prevention, and 3) to network and
outreach involuntary clients. Desirable supports for the environment surrounding
patients were 1) to build a preventive support system based on the value of social
work, 2) to expand counter functions including consultation, and 3) to improve social
resources within the community and raise awareness about the proper use of the
system.

Key words: Clinical social worker, preventive support, qualitative research, early
detection and early response
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